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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Thomas D~:~!!pao

SUBJECT: Report on Request for Consolidation of Atherton Community Schools and
Bentley Community Schools

In January the Office of the Superintendent received a communication from Thomas
Svitkovich, Superintendent, Genesee Intermediate School District, regarding a request
from the Boards of the Atherton Community Schools and the Bentley Community
Schools to consider consolidation of the two school districts.

Section 380.852 of the Revised School Code allows for local school boards to initiate
proceedings for consolidation. Executive Order 1996-12 transferred the approval
authority from the State Board to the Superintendent.

On January 24,2003, I approved the election plans for Atherton Community Schools and
Bentley Community Schools to consolidate into one school district. In order for the
consolidation request to become effective, it will require an affirmative vote of the
electors in all three school districts.
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January 23, 2003 ,",,;i':

Mr. Thomas D. Watkjns, Jr.
Supcrintendent of Public Instruction
Michigan Department of Education ... -.. ... : ~

'"

Box 30008 ~Lansing, Michigan-4&909 .. o' ~

Dear Mr. Watkms:

I am \1;Titing regarding requests we have received from two Genesee County school districts to conduct a
consolidation vote. included you will find copies of resolutions from the Atherton Community Schools
and the Bentley CommWlity Schools requesting that we initiate proceedings for the consolidation of their
disn-icts consistcnt with Public Act 45 1 of 1976, the Revised School Code, Section 380.852.
Section 852(1) of the above-mentionc4 .statute indicates that should the intcrmediate school district
receive resolutions requesting the initiation of proceedings for consolidation, the intennediate
superintcndcnt shall refer the question to the Sta~ Board for its approval. We: understand that as a result
of an Executive Order, you as the State Supcrintendeut, may approve this request for a consolidation vote.
The resolutions specify that a consolidation vote take place on March 31, 2003; the:refore, our timeline
for appro""al is very tight.

As you recall, a consolidat1on vote was held this past month In three Genesee County school districts.
The citizens of the Atherton Community Schools, Bendle Public Schools and the Bentley Community
Schools voted on December 9, 2002. The results of that vote affinned consolid4tion in both Atherton and
Bentley. However, the vo~ of Ben dIe rejected the issue. Therefore, the boards of both Atherton and
Beutley decided to ask their voters to approve a consolidation dropping Bendle from the ballot.

School district consolidation has been a pOint of discussion in the City of Burton for many years. Many
news articles and editorials have been v.Titten regarding the process and possibilities for consolidation.
Over time, feasibility studies have also been completed welghing the benefits. The tWO most recent
studies, one completed by Mr. William Young, current Atherton interim superintendent, and the
November-December 2001 EPIC MRA survey provided positive results related to consolidation.

Based on the information I have reviewed, the results of the most recent election and the loog-standing
histor}' of this continuing consolidation dIscussion here in Genesee County, It is my be£t recommend4tion
that tbe consolidation question be put before thc vOters of the .A..therton Conununity Schools and the
Bentley Community Schools. I have discussed this recommendation with the members of the Genesee
Intermediate School District Board of Education, and they individually concur. I recommend that you
authorize the election in order that the districts can begin immediately to move forward with the necessary
scheduling details.

Paul D. Newman, President'" Peggy J. Tortorice, Vice President -_. ---
William R. Walworth, Secretary 'to L.1wrence P. ford, Trea~l)rt'r ~ Sondra K. Jackson, Trustee

TI,om~s Svitko"ich, Ed.D., Suptrint.:ndent ~ Thonus B. Prin(in~ky, D~puty Superintendel't
8e~erly Knox-Pipes, Assistant Superintendl'nt ~ Mary E. lavengood, Ed.D., Assistant Superint~nd~~nt ... Jan D. Russell, Assistant Superintendent

. --. ---
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Mr. Thomas D. \Vatkins, Jr.
January 20,2003
Page 2

Should you wish further information or an opportunity to discuss specifics \'-ith mc, please do not hesitate
to make contact. Please be assured that I most certainly appreciate your reVIew and consideration,
particularly on behalf of the students and constituents of the Atherton and Bentley Schools.

Sincerely,

/~~=:~2?:~:~"/
Superintendent

TS:lk
Enclosures
c: William Young, Atherton Community Schools

Bruce Kefgen, Bentley Community Schools
Genesee ISO Board of Education



Q!~U ~url ~ Urr!L~ raX;~lU-(bo-4o~~ Jan 23 '03 10;46 P.04

.. ..

ATHERTON COM?-.ruNITY SCHOOLS
GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION REQUESTll'lG GENESEE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT
TO CONDUCT A CONSOLIDATION VOTE FOR THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS

OF ATHERTON AND BENTLEY

.A..t a special meeting of the Board of Education (the "Board") of Atherton Community
Schools (the "School District'), County of Genesee, Michigan, on the 22nd of January, 2003 at
5:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by R. LaDuke, President

Present: ~. ~W~~:L.~: Walls. G. Isham, Po HilriT~""', n- ~('\~r-.". R Rig~~;',
D. 1;.1illin.2;ham - -.

Absent Nnn~.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member G. Isham and
supported by Member R. 1;.1~ 11 ~ .

WHERE.-\S:

1. The Board of Education is authorized pursuant to the provisions of Section 852 of
the School Code of 1976, as amended, to submit a resolution to the Intermediate Superintendent
regarding the queStion of consolidating school distIicts; and

2. The Board has considered the consolidation of the Atherton Community School
District with Bentley Community School District; and

3. The Board desires the Superintendent of the Glmesee Intetmediate School District
to proceed to receive approval of the State Board of Education to conduct a consolidation
election.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOL\'"ED:

1. The Superintendent of Genesee IntenIlediate School District is hereby requested
to refer the question of consolidating the Atherton Community School District with the Bentley
Community School Dis1rict to the State Board of Education for its approval.

2. The Intem1ediate Superintendent is further requested to advise the State Board
that the date requested for t~e consolidation election is March 31, 2003.

3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions
of this resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded.

Ayes: ~- T~TKlk~, 'P. U:;,l'", r: T~h:om. P ~;.T;{~At-h

i
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Nays: D.Roach, B- R.;g~h}!, f) T.7.;11,;"'g},~m

Motion declared adopted. 4-3 Roll Call Vote. ~ oL
!cr--'7 niL - -~~ _.~-,~ .A..therton Board of Education

n1e undersigned duly qualified and acting secretary of the Board of Education of Atherton
Community Schools, Genesee County, Michigan, hereby certifies the foregoing is a tIue and
complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Education at a regular meeting held on
January 22, 2003, the original of which resolution is a part of the Board's minutes and further
certifies that notice of the meeting was given to the public under the Open Meetings Ac~ 1976
P A 267, as amended.

- ~3;~:
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Bentley Community Sd1ool District

'170 N. Belsay Rd.
Burton, MI48509

Bentley Community School District in the County of Genesee. Michigan ("The District'1

A special meeting of the board of education (the 'Boardl of the District was held in the Administration Office . in the District on the
-l1:- Day of Janua~ . 2003. at.LQQ.- o'clock in t!1e eveninQ.

The meeting was called to order by Nancy Perry, President

Pr~~t N. Perry, S. West, A. Baker, B. Burger, D. Elkins

Absent: P. James

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Nancy Per ry and SUppor1ed by Member
Sandy West;, 'C"'~.,-:: ,.c"':'=":"_:'" ,"' , .. - . -' --~ - . . -

WHEREAS:

,. The Board of Education is authorized pu~uant to the provisions of Section 852 of the School Code of 1976. as amended. to submit a
resolution to the Intermediate Superintendent regarding !tie questions of ~nSOlidaling school districts; and

2. The Board has considered the consolidation of the Bentley School District with Atherton Community Schools; and

3. The Board desires tl1e Superintendent of the Genesee Intermediate School District to proceed to receive approval of !tie State
Boan1 0 f Education to conduct a consolidation election.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

t. The Superintendent of Genesee Intermediate School District is hereby requested to refer the question of consolidating the
Bentley Community Sci1ool District with the Ather1on Community Scl1ools to tt1e State Board of Education for its approval.

2. The Intem1ediate Superintendent is further requested to ad~ise the State Board tt1at tt1e date requested for the consolidation
election is March 31, 2003.

3. All resolutions and pam of resolutions insofar as tt1ey conflict witt.. the provisions of this resolution be and the same are hereby
resdnded.

Ayes: Members-.N. Perry, S. West, A. Eaker, B. Burger, D.' Elkin$

Nays: Membe~ None

=::;;,d,.~ 1- A! -f a
!~~~~~~~~~ ~~oL~Bent!ey Board of Education

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of lt1e Board of Education of Bentley Community School District in t!1e County of
Genesee. Michigan, hereby certifies that tI1e foregoing ;s a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board at a soecial meeting
held on JanuaN 21 . 2003. the original of which resolution is a part of the Board's minutes, and further certifies that notice of the meeting was
given to the public under t!1e Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267. as amended.
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